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Charity Trustees Report for Financial Year end March 2024 
 
Finances 
 
Gross Income   £ 315 
Gross Expenditure   £ 630 
Balance carried forward  £ 361 
 
These figures will be submitted to the Charity Commission when requested. The figures for 
the financial yearend 2023 were submitted on 24 November 2023. 
 
Investments 
 
Statement of holding held on 31 March 2024 
Number of units  577.99 
 
Activities 
 
Applications were made to us and we were able to make funds available to nine families with 
young children who had extra financial demands such as utility bills, school uniforms, food 
and stationery. 
 
The Trustees would like to remind everyone one that further funds are available to anyone 
who has lived in the village for more than one year.  Funds may for example cover heating 
and electricity, costs of working from home, education expenses such as textbooks, 
specialised teaching aids, child minding or nursery care, internet and broadband costs.   All 
requests for funds will be treated in strict confidence by the Trustees. 
 
Trustees 
 
The Trustees are Pauline Chapman, Heather Gooch and Dawn Fairbrother 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report given to Horningtoft Parish Meeting on 8 May 2024 
and to trustee meeting tbc 

 



 

Horningtoft Heritage Society Report 

for Parish Meeting Wednesday May 8th 2024 

 

The Heritage Society together with the Church organised an event to celebrate the 

coronation of King Charles III on 8th May 2023 and tidy the churchyard as part of 

‘The Big Help Out’.  The Heritage Society obtained a grant of £500 from Breckland 

District Council, which covered the cost of purchasing 36 Coronation Mugs to 

present to fifteen children aged 16 and under and give the rest as prizes and rewards 

for helping tidy the churchyard.  The funds also paid for Coronation tableware, 

drinks, prizes and display material.  Olive made a lovely Coronation cake and about 

thirty residents enjoyed the event. 

 

The exhibit in the church tells the history of The Hurdle and The Bell. This will 

remain in place until June. A new theme will then be exhibited. To compliment the 

exhibits Heather has produced leaflets, on one side The Hurdle and the reverse The 

Bell. These are in 3 columns and folded. Heather has also produced booklets relating 

to the history of the church. These are now for sale in the church at £1 each. Money 

going to church funds.   

 

Heather met with Kathy McDonald and her husband at the church in May 2023, they 

were visiting from New Zealand researching Kathy’s Ancestors the Franklin family 

who emigrated to Australia from Horningtoft in the 1840’s. They were very pleased 

with all the information she was able to provide and being taken to see where the 

cottage was in Dodmans Lane, where the Franklins lived in 1841. 

 

In September another visitor was Lindsay Merrison looking for his Johnson 

Ancestors, found graves stones and coincidentally the Johnson family also lived in 

one of the cottages in Dodmans Lane.  

 

In email contact with Gavin Redpath, he left his email address in the visitors book in 

the church, researching his Cubitt family of Horningtoft and Colkirk.  

 

A requested from Callum Mendham, was received by Rev Robin, who passed it on to 

Pauline.  Callum wanted to know more about his ancestors and Pauline was pleased 

to send him information and photographs of three flat memorial stones that are in the 

North of the church as well as census records detailing the family living in a property 

and 70 acre near the church. 

 

The Heritage maintains and finances the Horningtoft.org website which gets many 

visitors and requests for information. 

 
Heather Gooch Chairperson & Pauline Chapman Secretary and Treasurer 

Horningtoft Heritage Society.  



Horningtoft Village Walk 
 
The annual walk took place on 29th March.  The group met 
at the village sign and sixteen people and three dogs 
headed north on Oxwick Road, then turned right onto 
Footpath number 1 and joined Colkirk FP13.  After a stop 
for hot-cross buns and a drink the group continued to walk 
to the B1146 where the group walked to the top of 
Dodman’s Lane.  After walking along Dodman’s Lane the 
group arrived at Oxwick Road, where some of them 
extended the walk via Gravel Pit Lane and home.  A total 
distance of 5 miles for some. 
 
 
 
Community Chat 
 
After a winter break the Community Chat resumed in April 
and was well attended.  The Chat is held monthly on the 
second Tuesday at 10am to noon.  Everyone is encourage 
to join in. 








