
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HORNINGTOFT PARISH COUNCIL HELD AS A VIRTUAL MEETING 

VIA ZOOM ON WEDNESDAY 13th JANUARY 2021 AT 7.30PM 

 

Present: Councillor A Hill (Chair) 

   Councillor T Hawke 

   Councillor P Chapman 

   Councillor G Drew 

 

   County Councillor Kiddle-Morris 

   District Councillor Carter  

   

     

1 Apologies for Absence. 

Councillor Baker sent his apologies due to technology problems; this was accepted.  

2 Declaration of Pecuniary Interest. 

There were no DPI’s 

3 Minutes of Previous Meeting. 

Councillor Hawke proposed and Councillor Chapman seconded the resolution that the 

minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 11th November 2020 having been circulated 

be approved.  

4 Public Participation.   

4.1 County and District Councillor Reports. 

Budget: 

The Council will set its budget for financial year 21/22 at a meeting to be held on 22nd 

February.  The settlement from central government is broadly neutral; there has been a 

small increase in the Rate Support Grant and the Rural Services Delivery Grant but a 

reduction in the payment from new homes bonus.  Despite this the Council will set a 

balanced budget which maintains the current level of services. However, inevitably there 

will be an increase in council tax; a 1.99% increase in the general rate and a 2% increase 

in the adult social care precept (up to 3% is permitted).  As with all local authorities the 

Council must set a budget which is balanced over a 3-year period; the projection for 

22/23 is for a tax rise of 2% plus 1% for adult social care. 

Grass Cutting: 

As reported in November the Council’s mandatory consultation on the budget for 20/21 

included a proposal to reduce the highways verge cuts on both C and U roads from 2 to 

one cut per year.  In response to the consultation 63% of respondents agreed with the 
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reduction, this will obviously be the subject of debate at the council tax setting meeting in 

February.  

Members’ Code of Conduct: 

In 2019 the Committee on Standards in Public Life requested the Local Government 

Association (LGA) to produce a model elected member code of conduct.  The draft LGA 

model code was issued for consultation between 8th June 2020 and 17th August 2020. The 

final version of the LGA Model Councillor Code of Conduct has now been issued.  The 

NCC Standards Committee will consider its adoption on 18th January.  Government has 

indicated that all councils should adopt the code with or without minor amendments so 

that a standard code applies across all elected local councils. 

District Councillor Carter report:  

Over the Christmas period, Councillor Carter reported that he witnessed 7 separate fly 

tipping incidents, that would have occurred over 8-10 days, mainly in the Tittleshall and 

Weasenham area.  

Breckland has sold “The Green Centre” in Swaffham and the buyer hopes to employ 65-

70 people. The wind turbine will remain in place and maybe removed in 4/5 years.  

Norwich Western Link Road application is now complete and will be submitted for 

approval and if successful work may commence within 2 years.  

A new police station has opened behind Waitrose in Swaffham.  

Kinnerton Chocolate Factory and Morrison in Fakenham have had recent Covid 

outbreaks of Covid.  

4.2 Public Comments  

No Public were present. 

5. Matters to report 

5.1 Website. The new website is ready to go live, and all councillors agreed that the 

website will be launched using the free version and an upgrade can be considered at a 

later stage.  

5.2 Precept-All Councillors agreed to increase the precept by £100, this will make the 

precept to Horningtoft Parish Council the amount £1950 per year.   

6. Highways 

6.1 To receive reports on highways matters raised at the previous meeting.  

Councillor Hill would like to thank Councillor Hawke for purchasing a spade for the grit 

bins. It was suggested to buy a spare spade as a reserve, the clerk will arrange this. 

Councillor Chapman reported that the corner of the Church grounds has been driven 

over and worried about exposing the graveyards, Councillor Hill will review this.  

A Contractor approached Councillor Hill regarding Dodman’s Lane; the contractor works 

for an owner of land off Dodman’s Lane. The contractor would like to add a surface 
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dressing to make the lane road worthy. Councillor Chapman raised the point several 

times, that the lane is in a very bad condition with deep ruts and that the owners of the 

land have always maintained the track. Three out of four Councillors present agreed 

that the lane should remain as it is.  

6.2 Update on Highway Matters. 

Councillor Drew reported that after 2 years and constant emailing to highways regarding 

the ditch on church road which caused many problems, especially with the recent rain 

the drains were not coping, Councillor Drew has cleared this himself. All Councillors 

thanked him for actioning this and the clerk has notified County Councillor Kiddle-Morris 

of this situation. The Councillors’ hope that this will not happen again.  

The Drains and Gullies on the Fakenham Rd are blocked, these were reported in 

September on the Fakenham Road and again in November. Councillor Hawke has 

inspected the drains due to the flooding in December and all drains are still full and 

blocked. The Clerk again will chase this up. The Horningtoft sign on the B1146 coming 

from Fakenham is still hidden by brambles, this hasn’t been actioned either, the clerk 

will chase this up.  

7. Planning. No outstanding planning application  

8. Finance 

8.1 Balances and cheques for authorisation as circulated. Councillor Hawke proposed 

and Councillor chapman seconded the resolution on the authorisation of the cheques 

and balances.  

8.2 Budgets to be circulated. Councillor Chapman proposed and Councillor Hawke 

seconded the resolution on the budgets that were circulated.  

9. Matters for the next meeting (not for discussion). To discuss the reports for General 

Meeting in May.   

10. To confirm that the next meeting of Horningtoft Parish Council  

 Wednesday 10th March 2021 

 

Meeting Closed 8.25pm   
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FINANCE: 3rd October 2020-31st Dec 2020 

 Balances:-   

     

 Business Premium Account.    

  

Balance at 31st December 
2021  £2,416.15 

     

     

 Community Account.    

  Balance at 03.10.20  £1,187.12 

  Less cheques present: 464,465,463  £156.06 

  Balance at 31st Dec 2020   £1,031.06 

     

  Payments for authorisation    

     

 

Cheque 
number  Cheque payable to 

Reason for 
Payment 

Cheque 
amount  

 466 Steve Jackman Website Designer £80.00 
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