
   

      

Meeting Minutes of Horningtoft Parish Council 
Wednesday 8th May 24 at 7.30pm at St Edmunds Church, Horningtoft   

 

 
Present: Parish Councillors:  Andrew Hill (Chairperson), Graham Drew and Simon Hibbard  
   
Also, present: Donna Secker (Parish Clerk), 5 members of the public, County Cllr Kiddle-
Morris and District Cllr Hunter-Clarke  
 

Cllr Hill welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked everyone for attending.  
 

1. To elect the Chairman-The Chairman to sign the declaration of acceptance of office 
Cllr Drew proposed and Cllr Hibbard elected Cllr Hill to continue as Chair and the declaration of 
acceptance of office was signed.  

2. To elect the Vice Chairman-Vice Chairman to sign the declaration of acceptance of office 
Cllr Drew and Cllr Hill elected Cllr Hawke to continue as Vice Chairman. Cllr Hawke was not 
present at the meeting but it was agreed by the Council for the declaration of acceptance of 
office form to be completed at the next meeting in July  

3. To consider accepting apologies for absence 
Cllr Chapman and Cllr Hawke sent their apologies and these were accepted 

4. To consider any declaration of interest 
   No declarations of interest were received  

5. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 13th March  2024   
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the last meeting as a true record, and it was signed by 
the Chairman.  

6. To receive any brief updates from County and District Councillor 
  Please find the Annual report from County Cllr Kiddle-Morris on the website. The Council and 

parishioners were introduced to the new District Cllr Hunter-Clarke and he was welcomed. Cllr 
Hunter-Clarke reported the Local Plan will be going to the cabinet for the first review on the 
13th May and 6 weeks later the consultation will commence on the 3rd June 24.  
The Local Government Boundary Commission for England is currently undertaking a review of 
Breckland electoral and boundary arrangements. Currently, Breckland has 49 Councillors and 
should be 51. A questions and answers presentation will take place on Wednesday 15th May at 
10.30 more details can be found on the Breckland website https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-
reviews/breckland. 
Breckland is opening up a grant funding called Inspiring Communities match funding. The 
scheme is delivered by Norfolk Community Foundation, further information can be found on 
the Breckland website. https://www.norfolkfoundation.com/funding-
support/grants/groups/breckland-council-inspiring-communities/ 
 

https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/breckland
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7. Open Forum for Public Participation: an opportunity to hear from members of the public 
A parishioner raised the issue of the flooding on the B1146 on the Brisley Junction, this has 
been inspected by Highways, County Cllr Kiddle-Morris and Cllr Hill was also present. Ditch and 
culverts have been cleared and work is still ongoing and being reviewed. The parishioner also 
reported that the flooding on the Gately Road is progressively getting worse, County Cllr 
Kiddle-Morris will request highways to clear out the ditches and culverts. The village sign has 
not been moved after chasing this up several times, the parishioner noted that it wasn’t 
situated on the Horningtoft Boundary and the Clerk has been reporting and chasing highways 
up to get this moved.  
A parishioner raised the issue regarding the flooding on Oxwick Road, the Council has not 
received an update from Anglian Water but it is believed that there are two problems which is 
causing the flood.  

8.   To report and update on highways 
Potholes are being reported by parishioners and they are being repaired within two weeks but 
are being badly repaired with one pothole showing a water leak.  The Clerk will be happy to 
report any issues and will monitor the situation,  

9.   To discuss and approve an increase in cost with contractor for Churchyard grass cutting 
The Council was notified of an increase in the cost of the grass cutting from £100 to £110, and 
the Council agreed to the rise in cost.  

10. To update the Council on the fingerpost progress 
A Parishioner kindly volunteered to refurbish the finger post sign on the junction of Church 
Street and Weasenham Road. The parishioner has so far refurbished three fingers and the 
results are amazing. The Council would like to thank him for all his hard work and time with 
this.    

11.   Applications 

11.1 To receive planning applications from Breckland District 

11.2 To receive an update on application decisions taken by Breckland District Council
 

12. Finance  

12.1 To approve the list of payments for March 2024 

The Council agreed to the list of payments for May 2024    

12.2  To approve the insurance quote  
The Clerk circulated the new insurance quote which came in at the same quote as last year,   
therefore the Council will continue with the policy with this company.  

12.3  To approve the Annual Governance and Accountability return approve the following documents: 
The certificate of exemption, Annual Audit Report and Annual Governance Statement  
All paperwork was signed and completed by the Chairman and this will be sent off to the external   
auditor and will be displayed on the parish's website.   
  



 

 

13. To approve and adopt the new code of conduct policy 
The new Code of Conduct Policy was circulated to the Council before the meeting, the Council agreed 
to adopt the new Code of Conduct Policy 

14. To approve and adopt the new standing order policy  
The new Standing Order Policy was circulated to the Council before the meeting, the Council agreed 
to adopt the new Standing Order Policy 

15. To discuss the correspondence from Mr George Freeman, Community Surgery 
Mr George Freeman contacted the parish to see if a one-off community surgery can be planned. The 
Council agreed to show interest and will await further details from Mr George Freeman 

16. To receive items for the next meeting agenda on Wednesday 10th July 2024  
Financial regulations  

  
The meeting finished at 20.13 

 

FINANCE: 1st April 2024   

Balances:-   

    

Business Premium Account.    

 Balance at 3rd April 2024  £1,944.52 

    

 Total  £1,944.52 

    

Community Account.    

 Balance at 3rd  April 2024  £579.10 

 Breckland Precept  £1,100.00 

 Total  £1,679.10 

    

    

Cheque 
number  Cheque payable to 

Reason for 
Payment 

Cheque 
amount  

527 D.K.Secker-Nov-Dec Salary £174.42 

528 LJ Internal Audits Audits £30.00  

529 Zurich Insurance Insurance £196.00  

530 Norfolk Parish support  Support £55.00  

  Total   £455.42 

    



 

 

    

    

    

 


