Meeting Minutes

Annual meeting of Horningtoft Parish
Wednesday 28" May 7pm, St Edmunds Church, Horningtoft

Parish Councillors present: Andrew Hill, Simon Hibbard, Tracey Hawke, Graham
Drew and Pauline Chapman
Also present: Donna Secker and 5 members of the public and County Clir
Kiddle-Morris

1. Welcome
Andrew Hill opened the meeting at 7pm and welcomed everyone.

2. To receive apologies for absence
No apologies received

3. To approve the minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on 8" May 2024
The councils accepted the minutes as a true and accurate record of the
meeting and Andrew Hill signed the minutes.

4. To receive a report from Andrew Hill, Chair of Horningtoft Parish
Council on the council’s past year.
Andrew Hill read the Chair’s report and this is available on the website.

5. To receive a report from Norfolk County Councillor
The report is available on the website.

6. To receive reports from village organisations
Reports were received from St Edmunds Parochial Church Council,
Horningtoft Community Fund, Good Friday and other events and
Horningtoft Heritage Society.

7. To receive comments and questions from the electors of the parish
No comments received from the parishioners
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Chairman’s Report: Horningtoft Annual Parish Meeting May 28t 2025
Planning.

Sunset View Fakenham Road, NR20 5DP Provision of single storey studio
extension. Change of Use for area of Grassland to Domestic
Garden Land for extension.

Highways

The Clerk contacted the Safety Partnership to obtain precise speeding data on
the B1146 where speeding is an issue. This resulted in a monitoring Speed Box
being set up which showed several examples of excess speeding,. However,
in January 2025 the request from the Parish Council to reduce the speed limit
on the B1146 was again declined. District Clir Hunter-Clarke will work with the
Council and continue to progress with fighting for a speed reduction.

At the November meeting two parishioners asked if a 20mph limit could be put
on the Brisley Road as there is an increasing volume of speeding traffic. The
Council was able to have the SAM2 sign to gain speeding data but the data
showed that speeding didn’t meet the criteria to send to the police. The Council
agreed to install the sign again and then the data can be compared.

In November a parishioner who had recently moved to the village said they had
been informed that regular flooding was occurring outside their property. They
informed the Council that they have been working hard to resolve this ongoing
issue. They have cleared the Culvert and removed the main item that was
obstructing the pipes and will continue to monitor the flooding.

Two parishioners have kindly surveyed the village and reported up to 36
Potholes to Highways, It was noted that only 15/16 have been marked with
white lines to be repaired.

The Water leak on Whissonsett Road was inspected by Anglian Water and
hopefully, this would be fixed before the large pothole was repaired. A water
leak also occurred on the Brisley Road by Travellers Cottage and after several
attempts was eventually repaired.

Dodman’s Lane footpath modification order 2024 was discussed. Two
parishioners had approached the Parish Council and looked at the modification
order and it was noted that the order stated the footpath should be 6-9 metres
wide.

The Clerk contacted the Public Rights of Way Case Officer regarding the
measurements which were causing concern. The Case Officer explained that
the Ordnance Survey maps published in 1886 and 1905 were produced using
land surveys and are considered to be highly accurate cartography. The solid
boundary lines along Dodman’s Lane will have most likely reported trees and
hedging in place and it is between these features that measurement will have
taken place. Unfortunately, these exact widths may not be available today.



The Clerk reported to the Council that the village sign on the B1146 has still
not been moved. The Clerk will chase this up again with the County Councillor
and the District Councillor Hunter-Clarke who also supports the Parish
Council with this project.

Finance

It was agreed that the new precept will be increased by £200 making the yearly
precept £2400 for 2025-26.

General

in 2024, Counciliors welcomed District Councillor Robin Hunter-Clarke
following his successful election as our new District Councillor.

In July 2024 it was discussed that Natural England and Norfolk County Council
were working together to prevent phosphates entering the River Wensum. To
this end a scheme to provide new sewage treatment plants worth up to £15000
per household would be open to all parishioners. A meeting to discuss this was
held in October and by January 2025, 21 households had registered for the
scheme within Horningtoft. The work to be carried out within the next few
months.

Clir Drew was approached by a resident regarding dog fouling in parts of the
village, especially near Church Lane crossroads. There is a dog bin located at
the crossroads and still, they are not clearing up after their dogs. It was
requested that the Council put a notice in Wensum Diary to keep an eye on any
dog owners who are not picking up their dog waste and report it to the Dereham
Dog Warden.

Over the years the Parish Council has repeatedly asked the owners of the
holiday lets at Church Farm to fix the issue of the smell from the septic tank.
As this has been going on for a long time, the owners are aware of the
situation and the Council reported this to the Environmental Health
Department. Since then the Council have received updates on the repairs to
the septic tank and clearing the nearby ditch has also been carried out.

District Clir Hunter-Clarke reported that on Thursday 9th January, there would
be a vote to decide on the Devolution deal. This is the government's mission
for economic growth and wants every area to have the opportunity to benefit
from new powers. If the vote was successful then the elections will be delayed
for up to 2 years. If the vote goes against then everything will remain the same.
Clir Hunter-Clarke informed the Council that Breckland is the only District
currently not in debt but if the deal goes ahead then this will undo all the good
work of Breckland's finances and a large increase might hit the Council Tax
charges. Since then the vote has gone in the Government’s favour.



e The District Clir updated the Council regarding the illegal caravan site near
Stanfield. The enforcement officers are currently in the process of serving an
injunction order.

o The Parish Council is very grateful to the volunteer who is kindly refurbishing
the fingerposts around the village.

| would like to thank all the villagers and friends who have helped during the course of
the year and the councillors for their attendance and support at meetings. Likewise
thanks to County Councillor Mark Kiddle — Morris and District Councillor Robin Hunter
- Clarke.

Lastly sincere thanks to our Parish Clerk Donna Secker for all her hard work.



Horningtoft Heritage Society Report
for Parish Meeting Wednesday May 28th, 2025

The society has once again found it necessary to find a new Bank Account.
Lloyds started a monthly charge. Pauline Chapman has now placed the account
with Virgin Money. With a small balance any charges would soon deplete the
money. It’s getting very difficult to find a Bank willing to hold Society
accounts, free of charge.

Pauline is in the process of digitising and continuing the transcribing of the
parish records, Baptisms 1813 to 1973, Marriages 1837 to 1998, Burials 1813 to
1994. Fortunately, these records were photocopied many years ago before the
originals were deposited with the Norfolk Record Office in Norwich. Pauline is
also printing the Horningtoft census records for 1921. Heather Gooch is part
way through producing a tree for each family on the 1921 return.

Pauline and Heather hope to exhibit the trees and associated information in the
Church during 2026.

Heather Gooch Chairperson
Horningtoft Heritage Society.



Horningtoft Parish Council- St Edmunds church report for 2024-2025

The Church have held the following events, which have all been very well attended and
successful.

Film nights

Soup and Sweet

Coffee Morning
Christmas Coffee Morning
Bonus Ball

Simon’s cycle ride

A big thank you goes to Marshal Drew for the tree cutting and for Beryl for providing the
heaters for the winter.



Horningtoft Community Fund Registration number 212733
Charity Trustees Report for Financial Year end March 2024

Finances
Gross Income £ 320
Gross Expenditure £420

Balance carried forward £ 261

These figures will be submitted to the Charity Commission when requested. The figures
for the financial yearend 2024 were submitted on 19 September 2024.

Investments

Statement of holding held on 31 March 2025. Number of units 577.99

Activities

Applications were made to us and we were able to make funds available to eight
families with young children who had extra financial demands such as utility bills,
school uniforms, food and stationery.

The Trustees would like to remind everyone one that further funds are available to
anyone who has lived in the village for more than one year. Funds may for example
cover heating and electricity, costs of working from home, education expenses such as
textbooks, specialised teaching aids, child minding or nursery care, internet and
broadband costs. All requests for funds will be treated in strict confidence by the
Trustees.

Trustees

The Trustees are Pauline Chapman, Heather Gooch and Dawn Fairbrother



Horningtoft Village Walk

The annual walk took place on 18" April. The group met at the Bus Shelter and 24
people and three dogs headed towards the B1146 and using the Permissive path beside
the road to Footpath no 5 which led to Harper's Green. We then continued on Brisley
Footpath no 2 to Brisley Amenity Area where we stopped to eat our Hot Cross Buns. The
group then continued towards Stanfield on Brisley Bridleway 8 and 9 then walked along
the road and into Horningtoft by the Restricted Byway along Tuttle Lane. A total
distance of 4.5 miles.

Community Chat

Unfortunately, because numbers attending had dropped considerably it was decided to
finish holding the monthly chats.

Kind regards



